Chapter VI
THE BEGINNINGS OF CULTURE

MOST theories of the beginnings of culture are based
on the belief, which we have seen to be fallacious,
that man is naturally inventive and progressive. Thus,
according to Frazer (Preface to Anthologia Anthropologicd)

clt seems to be now certain that civilization has every-
where been evolved out of savagery; in other words, that
at some period, probably not very remote in their history,
the ancestors of all the civilized races have emerged from
a state of savagery not very different from that in which
many backward races have continued down to the present
time/ '

His dictum is very similar to that of Tylor (Primitive
Culture, vol. i, p. 32), who goes on to say that since we
know the higher culture to have been evolved from what
may be called the middle culture, we must suppose that
the middle culture was similarly evolved from the lower.

We know that our own civilization, in all but its latest
phases, was not evolved locally, but derived from the
Mediterranean. We know that Greece derived its civilization
from Asia Minor, Crete, and Egypt. We, like the Greeks
and Romans, have improved upon the civilization which
we received from outside, but it is quite untrue to say that
we evolved our own civilization. It is then clearly not the
fact that civilization has everywhere been evolved out of
savagery, and to say that it has anywhere been evolved out
of savagery is a guess which cannot be supported by any
evidence. As Niebuhr (quoted by Tylor, op. cit, p. 41)
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